COMMUNITY CHOICE
Most of the feathers came from the North Island brown kiwi (Apteryx mantelli). However, 15% of the cloaks held feathers from populations in different areas, hinting at the existence of a feather trade. More than one-third of the garments included feathers from birds restricted to an eastern pocket of the North Island, which could be where cloak-making traditions started, the authors say. David Sibley at Washington University in St Louis, Missouri, and his co-workers generated a genetic cross between the type I strain, which is lethal to lab mice, and the milder type II. The progeny were injected into mice to assess their virulence. A genome-wide association analysis of the progeny and the parental strains revealed a locus on chromosome XII that accounted for 90% of the heightened virulence. Deleting a gene within this region, ROP5, in the type I strain completely blocked acute virulence.
The authors suggest that the ROP5 protein may regulate other proteins that control virulence in the parasite.
